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EDITORIAL. 

It has often beensaid that Austral- 
ians are a nation of "Joiners''. Look- 
ing at the various reports inthis Jour- 
nal gives more proof of this. The 
Federal President remarks that it is 
hard to get or keep committeemen, 106 
memdsers voted on _ the constitution 
amendments, 17 members sent in forms 
for the 25th birthday celebrations and 
Jack Parker remarks on the lack of at- 
tendance at branch meetings. This 
appears to be about average for an 
Australian Club of 800 or so members 
and it is no wonder that another group 
with 100 or so keen members’ can make 
a take-over bid. | 

When was the last time you stood for 
committee or attended a working bee or 
helped at an exhibition or made a con- 
tribution to Journal? 

Looking at the accounts I see that 
the cost of Journal last year was 
roughly 4/5 of our income. I draw 
this fact to everyone's attention be- 
cause one of the most common queries 
about subscriptions is "What do you do 
with them?'! It also tells you why we 
can only afford 4 Journals per year un- 
der our present system, now that post- 
age and other costs have gone up. 

And a Merry New Year to you all. 


Rex Little. 


CN THE COVER. 


N.S.W.R. thirtyeight-thirty, in im- 
aculate condition, waits to pick up a 
train at Moss Vale, winter 1967. 

Photo J. Parker. 
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Since taking over the duties of the 
Federal President, there have been some 
changes made to the Committee of Manage- 
ment. First we lost Keith Wilcox who 
held the office of Vice-president and 
P.R.O., and three of our committeemen, 
were unable to complete their term on 


the C.O.M., namely David Boyd, Brian 
Day, and Phil Knife, however, George 
Bray joined our ranks to help out. 


The Federal Treasurer has not nominated 
for further duties, and Iwould like to 
take this opportunity to say well done 
Keith for an arduous and lengthy term 
as treasurer. At this time I would 
like to say many thanks to those mem- 
bers who have given of their time to 
attend the meetings and assist me with 
their support. 

I would like to point out that the 
few remaining original committeemen 
have held office for seven years andif 
we cannot get more assistance for the 
C.O.M. in New South Wales perhaps itis 
high time that a move back to its or- 
iginal home state of Victoria might not 
be such a bad idea. Some of our com- 
mitteemen are becoming increasingly 
tired over the last few years as_ the 
membership numbers increase so does the 
work load. For future C.O.M.'s to be 
functional it would be in the best in- 
terest of AMRA if there were members 
who would be willing to be groomed for 
the executive positions that fall vac- 
ant each year, so that when we have a 
retiring committeeman the assistant 
member could take over his respect- 
ive duties. This would maintain a 
good healthy committee to carry on. 

I am pleased to see that most of our 
members renewed their subscriptions to 


the Association as it is only with the 
full support of the members that AMRA 
can forge ahead and become an Associ- 
ation that all and sundry can be proud 
Or: On the subject of membership the 
1974 A.G.M. registrar's report had the 
membership at 7/15. This year it has 
increased to 726 an increase of 11 
members to date. The total membership 
figures as at 3lst August, 19/5, were 
869 so we will hope that the trend 
continues for this financial year in 
spite of the cut back in the number of 
Journals andthe subscription increase. 

At the earliest possible time ‘4 
would like to see our Journal back to 
six issues per year. I might point 
out to members the need for more ar- 
ticles for Journal on anything of a 
model railway nature, so please send 
those articles in to our Editor, Rex 
Little. The’ Journal is a vital link 
within the Association and it is pos- 
sibly the only connection with country 
members and those of us_ who do not 
attend as regularly as we would like 
at our respective state branch meet- 
ings. So on that score alone to keep 
in touch with all the members the Jour- 
nal is a MUST. 

On giving the AMRA Constitution a 
thorough study in its present form, Il 
cannot find a great deal wrong withit, 
other than updating some of the wording 
to fall in line with to-day's needs. 
I think our ''Founding Fathers" used a 
great deal of foresight with regard to 
the future of our association. 

In conclusion I would once more like 
to thank my committee members who have 
worked withme this past twelve months. 


John Dunn. 
PRES IDENT 
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AUSTRALIAN MODEL RAILWAY ASSOCIATION FEDERAL COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT 


STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE 1975 


RECEIPTS 


Cash at Bank, 30.60.74 

Petty Cash on hand, 30.6.74 

New members subscriptions 

Membership renewals 

AMRA Journal subscriptions 

Joining Fees 

Sale of badges and accessories 

Donations 

Advertising in Journal 

Guide to Model Railways(Vic.branch refund) 
Guide to Model Railways(NSW branch refund) 
Stationery refund (NSW branch) 

Sale back copies of Journal 

Refund of trophies 


$5,731.65 


1,208.27 


90.00 
2524200 
823.02 


2,238.95 


219300 
43,80 
44,01 

32050 

128,00 
32300 
13.91 
Lost? 

5.40 


EXPENDITURE 


Printing of Journal 
Postage of Journal 

Journal Expenses 
Stationery 

General Postage 

Trophies 

Bank charges 

Purchase of badges 
Property insurance 

Scanner service contract 
Federal Registrar expenses 
Federal Secretary Expenses 


Refund to Federal Secretary (trophies) 


Cash at bank, 30.6.75 
Petty cash on hand, 30.6.75 


STATEMENT OF FUNDS AT 30TH JUNE 1975 


Commonwealth Trading Bank, Punchbowl, N.S.W. Current Account as above 
Commonwealth Savings Bank, Punchbowl, N.S.W. Reserve Account as at 30.6.74 


Estate Agents Building Society Investment 6/7 


Cash on Hand, Floats as above, Petty Cash 


Interest credited June 1975 
Interstate Branch Acc, as at 30.6.74 
Interest credited June 1975 


Interest credited December 1974 
Interest credited June 1975 


AUDITOR'S REPORT 


40,12 
1 gO 
ee. 
me! 


1,073.01 


53465 


45.07 


2,723.00 


150.44 


1,159.41 


214.45 
240.93 
19.80 
56497 
322551 
17.49 
48.30 
64.00 
60,00 
3.490 
538.43 
130,00 


ed 


Shrek eer: 


538.43 
41,62 


19.96 


tL §7led3 
130.00 


$1,901.74 


I have examined the books and records of the Federal Committee of the Australian Model Railway Associ- 
ation and report that in my opinion the above statement is a true and fair record of receipts and pay- 
ments during the year ended 30th June 1975 and of cash funds on hand at that date. 
Robert W. Gorrell, F.C.A. 


lst December 1975. 


. 


p 


HONORARY AUDITOR. 


Page 4 A.M.R.A. JOURNAL NO. 118 


N.S.W. Branch 1975 exhibition 


Stand 3. International Plastic Model- 
lers Soc. Assembled plastic kits of 
models were shown here with the emphasis 
On cars, aircraft and ships. 


Stand 4. Australian Railway Historical 


Society. Photographs were displayed 
and books of railway interest were on 


sale. 


Stand 5. Fybren Models. Colourfull 


display of posters, with many kits and 
scratch builders parts. This stand 


won the best commercial stand trophy. — 


Stand 1. AMRA Ladies Auxiliary. 

A 3' x 2' N gauge coffee table layout, 
complete with loco and train, was 
offered as prize in a guessing compet- 
ition. 


Stand 2. N.S.W. Rail Transport Museum. 


A display of posters, books and record- 
ings were arranged here with many avail- 
able for sale. 


Stand 6. Wesley Nicholson. A well 


running N gauge American prototype lay- 
out was’ shown here, along with con- 
pressed air operated models of station- 
ary steam engines provided by the 
Hornsby & District Model Engineers Soc. 


Stand 10. N.S.W. Schools Railway Clubs \y 


Association. Current and back copies 
of The Railway News were on display, 
together with a HO layout with a mix- 
ture of rolling stock. 


Stand 7. AMRA Nepean Sub-branch. A 


nicely sceniced N gauge layout with AMRA Nibble Bar. Run by the Ladies 
American and European prototype trains. Auxiliary, this was a busy stand where 
This layout runs well and with several cold-drinks and snacks were available. 


circuits, had plenty of movement. 


Stand 8. Model Workshops. An HO scale 
N.S.W. prototype layout featuring a 


model of Menangle station and environs. 
The modelling has been very well done 
with lots of small details such as Holden 
motor cars (1956 model) and correctly 
detailed and placed platform furniture. 
A nice touch was the prototypically slow 
movement of the working semaphore sig- 
nals. This display won both the NSW 
and Vic. Branch prize for the best 
layout. 


Stand 9. Fantastic Hobby Shop. 


Proprietry train sets and kits were 
displayed and a OO layout with Fleish- 
man track and British trains was oper- 
ating. Of interest was a backdrop 
made up of a composite of selected build 
ings from the N.S.W. scene. 
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Stand 11. Trains Unlimited. A display 
of Joeff, Lima, etc. train sets and 
kits. A complete Tyco 6' x 4' layout 
was available. 


Stand 12. Strathfield-Burwood Model 
Railway Club. This stand showed a HO 
layout featuring covered station and 
mountain scenery with trestle. 


Stand 13. AMRA Scenery Demonstration. 


John Dunn and George Bray conducted a 
how-to-build-it scenery construction. 
During the course of the Exhibition a 
15' x 2'6'' fully sceniced and operating 
module was constructed. 


Stand 14. Sydney N Gauge Model Railway 
Club. An operating N gauge layout 


consisting of sceniced modules’ con- 
nected by unsceniced sections. 
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Stand 15. Searles of Chatswood. 
Operating LGB '1' gauge trains were 
featured here, as was an HO Marklin 
layout. 


stand. 16. Commonwealth Model Tramway 
S44 


Group. An intensively operated %'"' per 
foot scale tramway system, featuring 
models of Sydney trams. 


A selection 


Stand 17. Star Import. 


of Jordan scenic items were.shown, along 
with anice range of overhead catenary 
items for HO scale. 


Stand 18. AMRA Information Stand. 
AMRA's Guide to Model Railways was 
available and back copies of Journal. 


SSS 


Stand 19. Alan Sebesfi & David D'ahrera. 
A large Marklin layout with overhead 
Catenary . 
were run and the layout included an 
Operating traverser as part of the loco 
depot. 


Stand 20. Warren McLean. American 
steameraHO layout. This large layout 
has magnificent scenery with very real- 
istic rock formations, trees etc. A 
Surprising amount of fine detail wasin 
cluded for so large a layout.Operation 
was automatic. 


Stand 21. Newcastle NGauge Model Rail- 


way Club. N gauge drive-the-train 
layout with six circuits - no waiting. 


European prototype trains “” 


fr, 


om 
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Stand 22. Model Traction Association. 
An operating and sceniced HO gauge 
model tramway system. 


Stand 23. N.S.W. Model Railway Club. 
An HO scale N.S.W. prototype layout. 


Some very nice models were operating 
here. With a double track, main and 


a coal road, there was plenty of act- 


10m. Scenery included a model of a 


typical N.S.W. country station, an 
operating .oal loader and mine and NSW 
countryside. 


Stand 24. Zig-Zag Railway Co-op Ltd. 
R.R.R. crockery and silverware were on 
sale and books and information on the 
restorationof the Zig-Zag Railway were 
available. This railway should be re- 
opened early 1976. 
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Stand 25. Southern Cross Model Railway 


Association. Back and current copies 


of AMRM were available. An HO American 
prototype layout was running, along with 
a N gauge shunting layout. 


Stand 26. Peter Bens and Doug Bocking. 
Pointwork and track construction were 


demonstrated. Included 18.8mm gauge 
P4, HO standard, HOn2%, HOn3, and 
multi gauge pointwork. 


Stand 27. Norm Read & Col. Shepherd. 


The famous and popular O gauge layout 
was again running at this years ex- 
hibition. This layout is by far the 
most popular with the public, and won 


the ''Most Popular'' prize. 
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IS IT A MODEL RAILWAY! 


Part /. 


The start of model operations. 

We will take it for granted that we 
have alayout with at least two stations 
and two yards together with the required 
crossovers, run arounds etc. To 
achieve model operations we need _ to 
eliminate the three factors dealt with 
in part 5A. The first of these (hand 
marshalling and uncoupling) is adequate- 
ly dealt with in articles from Journal 
94 onwards. 

Eliminating random train running. 

In part 6 I stated I did not have 
any trains, only a collection of rol- 
ling stock I make up into trains. A 
perhaps not very obvious, but pertinent 
question to ask is 'Just when does a 
train come into existence?" 

After consulting the best oracles 
available to me, it seems to be when 
the train is planned and givena number 
or other designation e.g. No. 32pass., 
No. 131 goods, 11.38 up Frankston etc. 
This means that the train exists on 
paper before it exists in physical 
form. When we consider that the con- 
sist of a train is generally variable, 
depending as it does on the density of 
passenger traffic, or for goods the 
amount and type of inwards and outwards 
loading available, when we refer to 
No. 131 goods we are not necessarily 
referring to a train with a _ regular 
consist. 

Some trains are generally recognis- 
able by sight although some seasonable 
factor might alter their consist - for 
example a factory closes for Christmas 
and there are no JX wagons on the train 
for it as usual. Suburban passenger 
trains are less easy to identify - 
even the head boards etc. do not help 
much if the guard has forgotten to 
change them. Even if you know it has 
the wrong identificationit doesn't al- 
ways mean you can tell just what train 


by E. G. Watson 


Le 1S. All things being equal if the 
5.32 p.m. arrival at Hampton turned up 
with 4 carriages, one would know some- 
thing was wrong, as it should have 7 
on. Perhaps the shunters in the city 
are having a lightning strike. 

These factors and many other every 
day occurances canbe taken into account 
when both planning operations and dur- 
ing Operations, BUT we plan for these 
things; we do not vary consists at any 
old time for no real reason; nor do we 
just decide on the spur of the moment 
to runapassenger around with a couple 
of transcontinental carriages and a 
couple of suburban carriages for the 
evening peak. 

Operations are planned. If some 
mishap occurs and we can swing into 
emergency action and take full advan- 
tage of it, then that isto our credit. 


The first step is to begin planning a 


Note. To avoid any repetition - use 
scrap paper at all stages mentioned 
below. When you are satisfied draw 
them up permanently and place in plas- 
tic envelopes for re-use. 

The system given below is workable 
and simple and was compiled for 28 
trains that took about 8 hours to mar- 
shall, run and shunt. The new one for 
my enlarged layout will probably be © 
double this. This means that once 
the charts mentioned are completed, Il 
can walk into the room at any time, 
look at the notice board (12) No. 15 
goods S3 16/40, e.g. work schedule 12 
No. 15 goods is at O'Neill's Oil Supply 
Depot and the next move is to pick up 
truck No. 40 and place truck No. 16. 
Stations are coded Sl, S2, S3, etc. for 
convenience. 
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Time-tabling. 


This is not my pet subject so other 
writers chould be consulted. My time- 
table consists of a large sheet. As 
trains are planned and co-ordinated with 
other trains they are listed in the or- 
der they run. Each train listed is 
cross-referrenced to its work sheet 
which is the main part of the time- 
table. 

The work sheet lists times, stopping 
places, routes-work to be done etc. 
plus crosses. It will be seen that 
these combine the time-table, guard's 
instruction sheets, S.M. instructions 
etc. to avoid having too many bits of 
paper to refer to. Full advantage is 
taken of all I know about "Time oc- 
cupied" see Journal 98 page 60, so that 
goods and passenger work is combined. 
For example a passenger might run to 
Wyatt Junction and have a refreshment 
stop while waiting fer the crossing 
train from Hammondsville. A goods can 
run to Winton in the meantime and per- 
haps shunt a few trucks. The crew, 
having been on for 8 hours have a 20 
minute meal break. The passengers 
cross andare run to the terminus stat- 


ion. By this time the crew have fin- 
ished their meal and completed the 
shunt. While they are on ''time oc- 


cupied" testing brakes (1'' per truck) 
another couple of passengers can move. 
These run, then the goods moves to the 
next station. Now we want to runthe 
shift trains for Wyatt Works Platform 
and the car works platform. SO we 
change crews onthe shunt(time occupied 
10 minutes is allowed), and so on taking 
full advantage of every "time occupied" 


~~ period I know. 


It may be thought that 56 trains and 
about 16 hours train running is a bit 
much, but this is planned for 4 weeks 
and allows time formaintenance and im- 
provements. 

The system has two advantages: 

1. It eliminates random train running. 
2. Operations can be re-started at any 
time without any fuss or bother. 

Before going on to eliminating random 
shunting it would be as well to cover 


one other advantage of planned operat- 
ions. 


Attention Factor. 

We are not now running a ''demented 
mice'' layout - we have points to operate 
- possibly some signals, we have several 
trains to control, some shunting to do, 
bever 0 “pull off" and “puc back". 
At the same time we have to watch the 
trains so that we stop them in time, 
make up roads and reverse them. Add 
to this working out your moves as you 
go along, and UNLESS you have planned 
and planned well, your attention will 
be spread over so many things and so 
much of the base board that it wont be 
long before you are in trouble, 

You are being, train driver, guard, 
shunter, yard assistant, Signalman, 
station master, train control, train 
running officer, yard master, station 
assistant, signals adjuster, electrical 
fitter, patrolman, ganger, all at once 
(probably a few more too). A few 
notes on a piece of paper reduce these 
down to signalman and controller. A 
quick glance at the paper No. 121, Sl 
- S3 NS 16/20 15/40 meal 20" tells me 
what comes next and I'm free to. con- 
centrate on the controls and watch the 
CV alns« 

The one "'hat'' that some seem to wear 
least is patrolman. Although not 
strictly to do with the subject, do 
patrol the track before commencing 
Operations to make sure the line is 
clear. After operations do the same 
and check that all points are set for 
the straight road and all levers in 
their correct position. 
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COME ACTIVE IN 76. 

Plan NOW to attend the Capital City 
Convention next Easter in Wellington 
New Zealand. A model railroad conven- 
tion and more! 

Contact the Secretary, Box 3503, 
Naenae New Zealand. 
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LINESIDE DETAIL 


Over the years it has been my pleas- 
ure to gaze uponmany model railway lay- 
outs in many places - private homes and 
exhibition halls. The greater proport- 
ion reflect the patience exercised and 
time spent by the builders, both in- 
dividual and groups. 

One thing has been noticeable, al- 
though not always outstanding. Mod - 
ellers of railways, like their counter- 
parts the enthusiasts of the full size 
job, have their favourite subject with- 
in the overall railway scene. One may 
be especially drawn to locomotives, yet 

another to freight stock, still another 
to special vehicles and so on. In the 
club, where the layout is a very joint 
effort, the members' efforts comple- 
ment each other and the overall result 
is usually a very good representation 
of the prototype. Where individual 
modeller's layouts are concerned, the 
builder must have avery broad approach 
to the job to achieve the same end 
and that's far from easy. There is 
no time for one man to scratch build 
everything that he would like to have 
on the baseboard. The obvious answer 
is, of course, the use of commercial 
products where possible, perhaps mod- 
ified and detailed. 

Even with this partial solution, 
there is sometimes a lack of an in- 
tangible something inthe finished pro- 
duct. For the want of a better word, 
I can only call this something "atmos- 
phere", This atmosphere is created by 
little things present on, and in, the 
model that can't be bought at the hobby 
shop and frequently overlooked by the 
builder in the parts he makes. To the 
observant rail traveller and the keen- 
eyed station stroller, most of these 
small bits and pieces can be picked out 
very easily. On a model, all these 
things contribute very little individ- 
ually to the overall picture, but when 


by “Big Jim” 


several are in one place at one time, 
they add a great deal to the "“atmos- 
phere". 

With the Editor's permission, I'd 
like to make a few suggestions for 
little things that can be put into a 
model railway scene to enhance the im- 
pression of the real thing in miniature. 


TRACKS IDE. 

Instruction signs to drivers are some 
of the simplest things tomake. Local- 
ly they are yellow boards on poles, 
speed signs approaching junctions, and 
curves can have just plain black fig- 
ures. Then there are instructions 
to 'whistle'', crossover warnings, etc. 
These and similar boards can be made 
from odd scraps of sheet styrene and 
Sprue, suitably painted and glued onto 
holes in the baseboard lineside. 

Most layouts have one ormore curves 


which are sharper than the owner con- 
siders desirable. Select the sharp- 
est and lay inacontinuous check rail. 
If this is thus shown to be the sharp 
one, by inference the others would not 
seem as highly bent. I must admit 
that this would not be practicable where 
some oversized commercially produced 
track is laid, but for fine scale rail 
it would be feasable. 
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At, or near, complex pointwork on 
the prototype are frequently seen frogs, 
pairs of switch blades, etc., waiting 
use as replacements. Odd offcuts of 
rail canbebent, or filed, and painted 
red oxide and left laying in the ''vee'' 
of a junction, or in the "six foot" 
between tracks near a crossover. 

Pieces of wood cut to the size of 
sleepers could be scattered along the 
edge of the ballast in a very proto- 
typical fashion as a sign of impending 
replacements by the track gang. Like- 
wise, a few spare lengths of rail can 
be laid end to end in the lineside cess 
as a hint of re-railing to come. 


There are some tidier  work-sites, 


where new sleepers are neatly stacked. 


Stacks of old sleepers are seen on 
occasions, but if these are placed on 
a model, it should be remembered to 
treat sleepers in the track so. that 
they are lighter in colour to appear 
new. 
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The pairs of meagrely supported light 
section rails that shoot off at right 
angles to the running rails at inter- 
vals on the real thing would be very 
easy to put into a model. Scraps of 
styrene anda couple of axles can be 
made into a little push cart to. stand 
on them, nicely painted yellow. From 
personal observation, these tiny 
vehicles are frequently dumped along 
the line practically anywhere. it 
would be just as easy, but just a 
little more effort with scrap styrene, 
to provide a small shed on the end of 
the side rails. With the doors open, 


it would beworth making the trolley in 


the motored version. And, not for- 
getting the fettlers, a couple of 
benches would relieve the bareness of 
the outside wall. Let's not forget 
the blackened fireplace either. By 
these trolley sheds, where they are in 
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Station limits, it's quite common to 
see various stores stacked in the open 
- 44 gallon drums, short pieces of rail 
piles of rail base plates, lengths of 
crossing timber and so on. 

Even where a model of a station pur- 
ports to befully signalled, some things 
are forgotten. Wire of appropriate 
thickness could be laid alongside 
tracks in station areas to represent 
point rodding, supported at intervals, 
of course, by tiny pieces of scrap 
styrene, grooved. Runs of rodding would 
need to be covered in certain places, 
i.e. under roadways, board walks, bar- 
row crossings, etc. If point rods are 
of appreciable length, it should be 
remembered that there are compensating 


cranks halfway. 


It must be admitted that most model 
layouts have one rail section through- 
Out. However, in the prototype, 


lighter section rail insidings is more 
often than not the normal thing. Ex- 
ploring inmy own neighbourhood, I have 
found several examples, and transition 
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from one to another is accomplished by 
welding together two very short lengths 
of rail, with heads level but the bot- 
toms out of alignment. Whether or not 
the reader considers this worth while 
in the model, is up to him. Small 
scales probably would not merit it, but 
in "0", it would certainly be especial- 
ly for someone who builds his own track. 
The joint between sizes could be brazed 
- a great big lumpy, ugly joint would 
be quite in order from what I've seen. 

Other oddments of lineside equip- 
ment not often included in models are 
the various relay cabinets, track cir- 
cuit boxes, telephone boxes. Positions 
normally occupied by such things can 
easily be established by ovservation 
as will their appearance. 

Lineside telephone poles on curves 
sometimes have to be braced against 
sideways pull by the wires. Guy wires 
are very simple things to make, but 
make sure they are used in a correct 
fashion. To put one in in the wrong 
place will make it stand out like a 
sore thumb. Bracing wires always go 
out from a curve. 


TO BE CONTINUED 


fr 
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An exercise in imagination 


BY PHIL KNIFE 
Part 2, 


In the first part of this article I 
discussed the basic planning factors 
behind the concept and prototype of my 
Abbotsbury Southern layout. As the 
purpose of this article is to encourage 
railway modellers toplan their layouts 
as more than just acollection of work- 
ing models, the evolution of the writ- 
er's layout is being used as an example 
of this planning process. Abbotsbury 
Southern is an English prototype, but 
the process is equally applicable to 
any Australian prototype model. 
Planning the Layout. 

Before embarking on the actual lay- 
out plan one must have two things firm- 
ly in mind: the restrictions imposed by 
the site and what one actually wants to 
get out of the model. We usually have 
little control over the first, but the 
very planning process weare discussing 
here has much influence on the second. 
I, like most modellers, knew what I 
wanted in my layout when I embarked on 
Abbotsbury Southern. Having done all 
the planning described so far, I now 
had a very firm direction in which to 
proceed with the actual layout plan. 

The layout itself was to consist of 
fiddle yard, short length of run and 
terminus. The only suitable site was 
the garage, not having the luxury of a 
large spare room or even a_e suitable 


shed. Fitting my basic requirement 
to the site I had three walls to oc- 
cupy. These were to be the fiddle 


yard on one wall, country scene of 
sorts on the second and Abbotsbury 
station along the third. The station 
layout was to be basically twelve feet 
long by two feet wide, later extended 
to fourteen feet by three. Some 
people are able to sit down and draw a 
perfect station plan-this I find very 


GirELcule, I prefer to sift through 


PHOTOS BY AUTHOR 


piles of magazines until I find one I 
can adapt; in this case I found it in 
one of the Plan of the Month articles 
in ''Railway Modeller'', although I mod- 
fiied the original quite considerably. 
Having sorted out the station lay- 
out, and fitted in all the facilities 
my planning dictated, I turned next to 
the open scenery area, the centre of 
the U. One desirable feature was a 
river crossing, another a farmyard. 
These were easily fitted in, but the 
next problem was: how to fill in the 
corner? Inspiration came, and Goose 
Hill resulted - a little country halt 
with a single siding to provide extra 
Operating interest. One thing which 
should be mentioned here is the use of 
over-bridges. The distances between 
stations being necessarily short ona 
model railway, the judicious placing 
of road over-bridges can give the il- 
lusion of separation. By separating 
the scenic components of the model this 
way we can get an impression of dis- 
tance. Therefore, into my plan went a 
couple of over-bridges; One between 
Abbotsbury and Goose Hill, the stner 
between Goose Hill andthe fiddle yard. 
The fiddle yard is simplicity it- 
self. This is the area where prototype 


. realism ceases to exist and the operator 


is allowed to pick up the trains by 
hand. For this reason we need nothing 
more than a ladder of sidings, the 
number depending onthe number of trains 
expected to be handled. I allowed for 
three in my plan, but this turned out 
in practice to be inadequate. For 
anyone contemplating building a model 
using the fiddle yard technique for 
operating it, I would advise at least 
four sidings, no matter how small the 
layout. Although I was able to operate 
my relatively complicated timetable us- 
ing only three sidings, it is too much 
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of a restriction. I intend one day 
re-building the yard with an extra 
siding or two. 

A further consideration in planning 
the layout is the electrical sectional- 
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Operator at each end, with possibly a 
third to operate the station yard at 
Abbotsbury exclusively. However, be- 
ing a single-handed effort it had to be 
capable of being operated completely 


ization. I needed to allow for an from one controller. Thus, some form 
q . 
Q 3 ~ & Q 
2 ft 8 3S g 3 S 
Q R ~ QV ne | — tr. ~ 
DORCHESTER A a | \ 
MARTINS TOWN =" 


WADDOW HALT 


PORTE SHAM EAST 


GOOSE H/LL 


ABBOTSBURY 


0900 


KEY RM. PUSH PULL 


= 
a 
_ 
| 
ro 


P THROUGH PASSENGER 


GDS. UMFITITED GOODS 


FG. FITTED GOODS BC. BOURNEMOUTH CENTRAL BW BOURNEMOUTH WEST 


KEY 


RM. PUSH PULL 
P. THROUGH PASSENGER 
GDS. UNFITTED GOODS 


FG. FITTED GOODS 
BC. BOURNEMOUTH CENTRAL 


BW. BOURNEMOUTH WEST. 


FIGURE 3. 


EXTRACT OF TIMETABLE GRAPH. 
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of cab control was essential. Using 
common return wiring techniques the cab 
control system is not complicated as 
long as it is planned from the begin- 
ning. I divided my plan up into sec- 
tions, these being designed to enable 
a train to be run along the line while 
shunting proceeded at Abbotsbury and 
in the fiddle yard at the same time. 
Common return wiring and cab control 
is a vast subject on its own and would 
be out of place in this discussion. 
As a factor in planning though, the 
eventual electrical system must not be 
ignored. The final plan devised for 
the layout is shown in Fig. 5. 
Providing the Stock. 

At this stage the temptation to 
start building the layout is over- 
whelming. However, before any layout 
can be operated, no matter how simple 
it is, weneed trains to operate on it. 
I have described already how one de- 
cides the type and variety of stock 
needed, but a word or two on the pro- 
vision of this stock is necessary. 


EBS THERS 


Being akeen modeller of locomotives 
and rolling stock, I envisaged a large 
stud, using what I required from that 
stud for each operating session. Bear- 
ing this in mind I decided that abasic 
minimum of locomotives to handle the 
traffic on the line would be: 

a. one for push-pull passenger duties; 

b. one for semi-fast passenger duties, 
and parcel trains; 

c. one to handle through passenger 
stock; 

d. one for branch goods duties; and 

e. the Abbotsbury shunter. 

Working on that assumption I set 
about building one of each, these being 
O-4-4T, 2-6-0, 4-4-0, 0-6-0 and O-6-OT 
respectively. Having satisfied the 
basic requirement I then went about 
duplicating this list, in some cases 
triplicating it, so that I had a vari- 
ety to choose from for each duty. 
Since then more have been added and 
some of the earlier ones replaced - I 
love locomotives! This has resulted 
in a well-balanced stud, with plenty 


Down parcels arrival passing Abbotsbury turntable behind 2-6-0 No. 1401. 


ww 
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of variety of motive power for each It took a number of years before these 
duty. totals were reached but, by construct- 
The rolling stock problem I tackled ing wagons of these types inproportion 
in similar fashion. Passenger stock to my planned requirement, I managed to 
was simple - I needed two push-pull keep a fairly well balanced stock. 
sets, a semi-fast set and an express This principle of balance is essential 
set, with a few spare loose coaches, if the layout is to look, and be oper- 
plus at least half adozen non-passenger ated, inany sort of convincing manner. 
coaching stock for parcels traffic. 
To handle the goods traffic envisaged Establishing the Timetable. 
from my analysis I needed at least a Although timetable operation is not 
dozen coal wagons, five or six cattle essential to the running of any model 
wagons, three brake vans and about railway, I am convinced that it is the 
thirty general open wagons and vans. only way to operate in a prototypical 
FIGURE 4. EXTRACT FROM LAYOUT MOVEMENT SHEET. 


ABBOTSBURY SOUTHERN 


ovement Time Serial Class Details of Movement Remarks 
\ No. 


0900 P Semi-fast Pass. to 

BW, departs Plat. l 

PL 0913 8 2 RM 1 Departs for DS - Stops GH 
Plat. 2 

12 Stn. pilot prepares 
Gds. dep. in Loop 

13 Loco from TT rd to Loco ex- 
train in Loop Serial 3 

14 1003 7. 2 RM 2 From DS - arr.Plat 2] Stops GH 

15 LOL2 14 2 GDS Dep. for Ds - Loop 

16 1027 , 1 P Through coaches from] SO 


North, arr. Plat. l 
Loco to TT, coals & 
waters. Stn. pilot 
draws off train to 

assist after RM Dep. 


17 1030 +2 2 RM 2 Dep. for DS - Plat.2 Stops GH 
18 Loco from TT Rd to SO Loco 
train Plat. l ex- serial 9 
19 1128 11 2 RM 1 From DS - arr.Plat.2 Stops GH 
20 1145 16 ] E Through coaches to SO 
North - Dep. Plat. l 
21 | Stn. pilot prepares Tu/ Th O 
FG dep. 


22 1 200 18 2 RM 1 Dep. for DS - Plat.2 Stops GH 
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manner. For this reason the layout 
design was planned from the beginning 
with timetable operation in mind. My 
method is to operate either using an 
accelerated clock (about five times 
real time) orto sequence, that is fit- 
ting the sequence of arrivals and de- 
partures at Abbotsbury to that of the 
timetable. In this way a full day's 
operation of some sixty train movements 
takes about two hours with three oper- 
ators. This is just about ideal for 
an evening's running session. 


Taking the gradient diagram of the 
Abbotsbury branch as a guide, atable of 
elapsed times between stations for all 
classes of traininboth directions was 
drawn up. Again, based on the actual 
times of trains along the Swanage 
branch, quite realistic figures were 
calculated. As I unfortunately do not 
posses a copy of the 1947 Southern 
Railway timetable I had to invent my 
own connections at Dorchester. I would 
have preferred touse the real timetable 
to be able to plan actual connections. 


Obtaining some sheets of graph paper 
I stuck them end to end to produce one 
long graph inthe horizontal direction. 
The horizontal axis was divided into 
hours, commencing at 0400 and finishing 
at 2200, at a scale of one inch to 
thirty minutes. The vertical axis re- 
presented the distance from Abbotsbury, 
at the bottom, to Dorchester with in- 
termediate stations placed accordingly 
at a scale of one inch to onemile (see 
Pigs 3). 


The next step was tomark all antic- 
ipated connections at Dorchester at the 
appropriete times along the top line. 
Using the table of elapsed times al- 
ready obtained, and allowing for stat- 
ion stops, the local and through pas- 
senger trains were easily plotted. 
Goods trains were plotted next, fitting 
in as required with the passenger 
services. Traffic analysis indicated 
two goods trains per day in each dir- 
ection, plus a twice-weekly fitted 
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goods for perishable traffic. The 
graphic format ensures that connections 
and crossings are correct as this is a 
Single line branch and that the proper 
sequence of trains is assured. The 
timetable must, of course, allow for 
every train whether it be daily,twice- 
weekly or Saturdays only. 


From the graphic timetable the move- 
ments which effected the layout were 
extrapolated in the correct sequence 
onto a Layout Movement Sheet (see Fig. 
4). This sheet established the exact 
Sequence of train movements and, as the 
names implies, is the document that con- 
trols all movements on the layout it- 
self. I drew up small filing cards, 
one for each movement, from this sheet 
for the convenience of the operators - 
although there are probably other 
equally effective ways of doing it. 
Assuming that the planning has been done 
carefully, the timetable should work 
like a charm! 


Conclusion. 

This, then, was the detailed process 
involved in planing and designing 
Abbotsbury Southern before any work 
started on its construction. To me, 
it was well worth the considerable 
effort involved. The layout has been 
a success operationally and does, I 
hope, demonstrate what can be achieved 
in the way of realism after careful 
research and study. For those readers 
about to embark on a new layout pro- 
ject Ltrust this article may have been 
of some value, if only for food for 
thought. For those who have been 
through it all and have successful, 
established layouts, I hope this des- 
cription may have beenof some interest, 
even though it represents only one man's 
point of view. I believe that thorough 
and careful planning is essestial be- 
fore undertaking any modelling project 
especially of the magnitude of layout 
building. 


“~*~ 
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Dear Sir, 

Your editorial inthe latest Journal 
was very thought provoking and in gener- 
al I feel you are right on the ball. 
An association will only thrive if there 
is communication between the members and 
a Magazine is one of the best ways to 
do this - but not the only way, and I 
believe that some sort of regular com- 
munication must be our aim no matter 
what formit takes, (but all the better 
if it is a magazine). 

I do think we should make more noise 
about the other advantages of belonging 
to AMRA, and initiate a number more, as 
many members I know consider the Journal 
is the only real benefit they derive 
from the Federal side of the Associat- 
LOns As I have said to Norm Read on 
a number of occasions, AMRA should 
offer a whole range of benefits to its 
members so that the Journal is not the 
major reason for membership but should 
be the medium by which these other 
benefits are passed onto, or are ad- 
vertised to, the members. 

But getting back to your editorial, 
as things stand right now, this associ- 
ation will prosper or fail on the number 
and quality of the Journals received by 


the members. 
— Graham Watson. 


Dear Sir, 

Apart from ill health which has not 
too inclined to travel afield 
and write articles, I had decided it 
was time to give up and let someone 
else have a go, but it appears there 
are few takers. I therefore forward 
the first four of a series of short 
articles. 

Without explanation I state I am no 
longer interested in anything directly 
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LETTERS 


concerned with building or operating 
a layout - neither am I interested in 
anything written on the subject - so 
far! My own new layout would, when 
finished bore me stiff in a couple of 
hours - and apart from the fact that I 
don't know how to build one that would 
interest me more, I'm not interested in 
trying to. 

If then I can start a new ''career'"' 
in Model Railway based on the thought, 
"What is the use of building an _ un- 
interesting layout?" and plan a whole 
series of articles, only one of which 
will be based on building and operating 
a layout - surely someone with an in- 
teresting layout should be able to write 
a few articles. 

Me - I'm just waiting for the first 
smart guy to walk in and tell me that 
what I am doing is not Model Railway. 


Eric G. Watson. 


Dear Sir, 

In Geoff Brown's list of Victorian 
Railways Wagons, he advises that the CA 
goods brakevans were converted from 
surplus C class passenger brakevans, I 
do not think that this is correct for 
I worked onthe construction of 7 CA in 
1961 and it, like its fourteen class 
members were all of new construction, 
they were also then regarded as being 
passenger brake vans. Geoff may be 
confused inthat several Cclass passen- 
ger brakevans were fitted onto new 
underframes during 1960, they can be 
distinguished by the anti-telescoping 
pillars fitted to each end and the 
welded type bogies. 

The presentation of the above article 
by Geoff was no doubt in response to 
your earlier request for such listings, 
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For some time now [have been research- 
ing details of the rolling stock of the 
Commonwealth Railways (now A.N.R.) and 
although Lam not inaposition to offer 
a list for publication would be willing 
to enter into correspondence with any- 
one who models CR rollingstock (surely 
there must be someone) and requires any 
relevant info. I also have a collect- 
ion of over 250 CR diagrams and again 


could meet individual requests for 
copies. 
Although I don't attend many meet- 


no official capacity, 
to do 


ings and have 
perhaps the above will allow me 


my bit. BiG. Lewis: 


Dear Sir, 
The mention by Broughton Boydell on 
page 83 of the July/Sept. Journal of 
elephant wagons, 
fact that several 


brought to mind the 
Australian Railway 


SS, aay eo 


Systems used converted cattle wagons 
for the transportation of elephants 
back inthe days whencircuses travelled 
around by train. The New South Wales 
Railways and the West Australian 
Government Railways were two such sys- 
tems who did just this. On page 32 
of the Sept./Oct. 75 AMRM there is a 
photo of a NSWR CW class cattle wagon 
so converted. 

The accompanying photo shows a WAGR 
BD class cattle wagon converted to 
transport elephants. The modifications 
were that the roof was changed from a 
10'8" high flat roof to a 12'3" high 
curved roof andthe single 3' wide door 
was changed to a 4'6"' wide double dor. 
Five BD wagons were so converted during 
1947 and their stated load was "one 
elephant". 

Maybe members in other states could 
forward information about any similar 
wagons used on their state's railway. 


Graham Watson. 


A BD elephant wagon seen at Midland on 19/5/68. 


NOTICE. 

Due to lack of response the C.O.M. 
has reluctantly decided to cancel the 
25th Birthday Celebrations in Sydney 


over the Easter week-end in 1976. 


Ss i <b 


The amendments to the constitution 
were overwhelmingly carried 98/7, 101 
/4, 104/1, and one informal vote. The 
amendment sheet may now be added to 
your copy of the Constitution. 


Norm Read. Fed. Sec. 
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BRANCH NOTES 


WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BRANCH NOTES 


uy 
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Club night meetings are held in the Clubroom, 
1 Beaufort St., Perth. on the FIRST Monday of 
each Month. 


Visitors and prospective members of 
A.M.R.A. are always welcome at any of our 
meetings. Anyone interested can write or phone 
the Secretary for further information: — 


Mr. Jack Eagles, . 
26 Swan Road, Phone: 60 5005 


High Wycombe, W.A. 6057. 


Your branch reporter is pleased to 
be able to report that up to this point 
in time (Sept.) the branch has been very 
active. The program has been running 
smoothly and the Monday and Wednesday 
meetings have been well attended, al- 
though not as many have come along to 
the Wednesday talks for beginners as we 
had hoped. Also the Auction held in 
August was most successful, with all 
the goods being sold andwith the turn- 
over being the highest of any auction 
we have held. 

The branch layout continues to pro 
gress and a very impressive control 
panel has been constructed by Simon 
Mead, while others have worked to in- 
stall point motors sothe layout is now 
completely operational. During the 


August School holidays the layout was 
displayed at a major shopping centre, 
drawing much favourable comment from 
the viewing public. Our thanks to 
those members’ who staffed the layout 
for the week. 

The Exhibition was an outstanding 
success with large crowds attending on 
all three days. For those members who 
could not attend, they missed a show 
packed with interest for a _ railway 
modeller. There were static displays 
by Westrail, retail and wholesale com- 
mercial stands and layouts from _ the 
South Suburban and Fremantle Districts 
Model Railway Clubs, the latter's ''N"' 
gauge layout being a real show stopper. 
Added to these displays was the AMRA 
displays showing our owndisplay layout, 
static displays of the members' models 
as well as clinics and demonstrations 
on scenery, track building, silastic 
moulding and tree making. Over the 
three days the Exhibition was open, over 
four thousand people attended, which re- 
sulted inatidy profit for the branch. 
Our thanks go to Jack Eagles who-’spent 
many hours over many months organizing 
the whole exhibition, contacting the 
clubs, commercial exhibitors, planned 
the layout of the hall, etc, then at- 
tended the exhibition every day to 
supervise its smooth running. Jack 
was ably assisted by many other branch 
members, too numerous to mention here, 
who generously gave their time and 
talents to ensure the exhibition was a 
success. Special thanks must go how- 
ever, to Marge Durham and her helpers 
who most ably fed the workers as well 
as running the "Nibble Bar", for the 
exhibition patrons. I'm sure every 
'worker'' joins mein thanking the ladies 
for their efforts. 

The exhibition was such a success and 
generated such enthusiasm amongst the 
members that plans for next year's ex- 


-hibition are already under way. 
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Back to more mundane things, but in 
many ways no less important. The 
monthly program has been operating 
very smoothly especially the Wednesday 
evening meetings dealing with Basic 
Railway Modelling. These have been 
averaging over twenty members, keen to 
learn something new, the only detract- 
ing feature may be has been the non- 
attendance of some of the newcomers to 
the hobby. 

The strength of, and the enthusiasm 
in the branch at the moment was well 
illustrated at the meeting held on the 
third of November, when elections took 
place for two new committeemen plus 
members for anexhibition sub-committee 
and an "'N" guage convenor. All persons 
nominated, accepted, and so we welcome 
Steve Fairbotham and Geoff Cooper to 
the main committee and we wish success 
to Gus Durham and his committee of six 
who are investigating the 1976 Exhibit- 
ion. Geoff Cooper was also elected the 


"N'' gauge convenor. 


A program of improvements’ to the 
rooms has been drawn up. and this will 
be put into operation on the nominated 
work days - ''Please don't be work shy! 

An auction will beheld on Saturday, 
April the 10th, so start sorting out 
the items you purchased at last year's 
auction, plus any items you no longer 
need and bring them along and make this 
auction more successful than last year. 

Don't forget the library is now even 
larger so if you need some reading 
material, just see Simon Mead, our 
librarian, at any meeting. 

A glance at the new program shows 
that it is packed full of interest with 
at least one activity that will appeal 
to you, so come along and join in the 
activities. 


February. 

Mon. 2nd Slide night - bring your own 
slides of interest - limit 
fifteen. 


Sat. 14th + Work day. 

Wed. 18th + Work night. 

Sat. 28th * Junior project and layout 
operation. 
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March. 

Mon. lst Film night - Railway Instit- 
ute Hall, Wellington Street 
Perth. 

Sat. 13th + Work day. 

Wed. 17th Clinic - discuss your current 


project. 

Sat. 27th * Junior project and layout 
operation. 

April. 

Mon. 5th Layout operation and social 
discussion. 


Sat. 10th AUCTION. 

* All junior members are cordially in- 
vited to attend this meeting to plan a 
layout for junior use only. 

+ It is planned to completely repaint 
the interior of the club rooms during 
these work days. A large amount of 
preparation work will be required such 
as: cleaning walls, removing oldpaint, 
and plaster etc., so bring appropriate 
tools and cleaning gear. 

Program from 5th April will be sent 
to you with our next news letter. Any 
ideas for something of interest for this 
program will be welcomed by any commit- 


tee member. 
Graham Watson. 


Branch Reporter. 
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NEW SOUTH WALES BRANCH NOTES 
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Attendance at some of the meetings 
in 19/5 was very poor and there were 
One or two meetings that especially 
deserved to be much better attended than 
they were. The first I want to mention 
is the meeting held onFriday 27th June. 
At this meeting the Editorof the Aust- 
ralasian Model Railroad Magazine,Mr. 
Bob Gallagher, gave us a talk on how 


A.M.R.A. Journal No. 118 


the magazine was collated and produced. 
This was very informative and interest- 
ing and those who missed it have only 
themselves to blame. 

Other meetings were the talks given 
by Peter Betts on Saturday 19th July, 
and on Friday 24th October. The talks 
were on track and wheel standards’ and 
on wheel profiles, both prototype and 
model. If you are going to engage in 
this hobby of model railways and expect 
to build a layout which works properly, 
some knowledge of these things is 
essential, yet these meetings too could 
have been much better attended. Any- 
way to Bob Gallagher and Peter Betts go 
our thanks for some interesting and 
informative meetings. 

Auctions were held on Saturday, 5th 
July and Saturday 15th November. These 
meetings continue to be very popular and 
were well attended. In fact, during a 
discussion on how to increase attendance 
at some of the other meetings, it was 
suggested that we advertise all our 
meetings as auctions and we don't tell 
the members what the real meeting is 
until they get there! 

The loco performance test held on 
Saturday 2nd August attracted a large 
number of entries, although only HO 
gauge entries were forthcoming. The 
steam section was won by Mark Larmour's 
three truck shay andthe diesel by a 
Kraus Maffei owned by H. Gibson. In 
a contest between these two the diesel 
just won with its wheels slipping. 

At the slide night .held on Friday 
22nd August the prizes were won by 
P, Mahoney with an imaginative shot of 
a 47 class diesel, and by D.Meredith 
with a slide showing the sunrise at 
Lake Oahu (New Zealand). For judging 
purposes the slides had been divided 
into railway and non-railway subjects. 

A point that needs driving home to 
AMRA membershiv in general is that AMRA 
is run by volunteers, volunteers who 
are entitled to some peace and privacy 
in their own homes and to not having 
demands made on their time by thought- 
less members. I bring this up because 
of one ortwo unpleasant incidents that 
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have occurred inthe past and also more 
recently. 

Phone calls are a case in point, 
phone calls not only disturbs the person 
to whom it is intended, it disturbs the 
whole household. Many is the office 
bearer who's had his Sunday afternoons 
ruined by overlong calls. So please 
fellows, if it is necessary that you 
ring, be considerate about it. 

A particularly distressing incident 
occurred in the middle of 197/75. Sever- 
al phone calls were received in quick 
succession at this particular office 
bearer's home. The office bearer 
wasn't home, so the phone was answered 
by a relative, a person who was other- 
wise completely unconnected with AMRA 
or for that matter, the model railway 
hobby. One of these calls was very 
abusive, the caller apparently looking 
for someone to blame for some imagined 
deficiency of AMRA. Now abusing the 
office bearer would have _ been bad 
enough, but abusing the relative was 
the height of ignorance and has re- 
flected very badly against AMRA. We 
obviously have at least one member we 
could well do without. 

Thinking about this kind of incident 
it does indicate the damage that one 
malicious person with a telephone book 
could do, andalso indicates that office 
bearers need to be very strong people. 

Those who have made a close perusal 
of the meeting roster will have noticed 
One or two changes. The model clinic 
has been dropped and a monthly saniors 
only meeting included. The model 
clinic was dropped for a_ couple of 
reasons. The main one was that the 
people running it simply ran out of 
energy - it's a lot of work preparing 
a project and it fell to the same two 
or three every time. 

Some of the committee members have 
felt for some time that there is a need 
for seniors only meetings. There have 
been acouple of layout operation meet- 
ings inthepast, whenacasual observer 
would have been quite justified in 
thinking AMRA was a youth club. The 
boys can be very demanding and they 
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don't always appreciate things that 
are done for them. However there is 
another problem, and that is that some 
adult members bring young children to 
the meetings and then leave thent to 
their own devices with only token at- 
tempts at discipline. A complete 
train might represent hundreds~ of 
dollars and hundreds of hours and it 
takes avery game modeller to put it on 
the tracks when a toddler is within 
grabbing length orwhen seven and eight 
year olds are playing tag amongst the 
baseboards. 

Yes, these incidents and more have 
happened and it's an observable fact 
that modellers just stop coming to the 
meetings when presented with too much 
of it. Anyway, the seniors only meet- 
ings have been rostered not only for 
layout operation, but to provide meet- 
ings where adults can meet in a _ con- 
genial atmosphere. 

In November 1975 your Branch re- 
porter visited Perth, and took the op- 
portunity to attend a W.A. branch meet- 
ing, meet AMRA members and see three or 
four layouts. I would like to extend 
my personal thanks tothe branch and to 
Gus and Marge Durham for the hospitality 
I received. The progress made by this 
young branch was very impressive. Mor- 
ale is high. Already they have club- 
rooms and are running exhibitions, 
things which took the eastern branches 
many years to achieve. +. Bavien. 


Branch Reporter. 


<HeaAKKKHXWHEERXRAS 


SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BRANCH 


Although the South Australian Branch is not yet 
formed, the S.A. Representative is Wal Bennett. 
6/42 Wright Street, Renown Park, Adelaide. 
5008. 


VICTORIAN | BRANCH NOTES 
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Club neeenes are held onthe second 
Thursday each month at 92Wills Street, 
Glen Iris, commencing at 8 p.m. The 
clubrooms are open at 7.30 pm on these 
nights for operation of your HO train 
on the club layout. Working bees in- 
cluding some operation on _ the club 
layout are heldon Wednesday nights with 
the exception of the Wednesday before 
the monthly meeting. Scratch builders 
meet the first Wednesday at the club- 
rooms and the next project will be af 
"Y'" class diesel. 

The 1975 year was very successful 
for Vic. branch with both mini exhib- 
ition at the clubrooms’ and the major 
exhibition over Moomba weekend being 
very well attended. Unfortunately 
Our property committee have not been 
as successful in getting volunteers as 
were the exhibition organisers and it 
was only by the concentrated effort on 
the part of a few members which en- 
abled us to maintain the clubrooms in 
anything like a reasonable condition. 
The Committee of Management would like 
to record their appreciation of the 
assistance offered by those few. 

Modelling and photographic com- 
petitions held throughout the year dis- 
closed considerable talent, and three 
awards will be made at our Christmas 
meeting. We are very fortunate in 
having trophies donated by Bob Edwards 
(Modelling) & Mal Baker (Photographic) 
and this year in an endeavour to pro- 
mote scratch building the C.O.M. are 
awarding a further trophy known as the 
H.G. Armstrong Trophy, for the best 
model submitted in open competition. 
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Members will remember the articles 
written by Howard on scratch building, 
and the models (N.S.W. prototype) made 
by him before his transfer to Sydney. 
Howard was our Branch President and 
main force behind the acquision of the 
clubrooms, and it is hoped that this 
trophy will be an annual award, in 
recognition of his services. 

Each year the sterling work of one 
of our members is recognised by the 
C.O.M. and this year the President's 
Appreciation Award was given to Graham 
Nitz who has given valuable assistance. 

The agenda for the next three months 
is as follows: 

Feb. 12th Film Night - Bill Secker. 
Competition - Construction, 
lineside structure. 


March 5th Annual Exhibition - Camberwell 


- 8th Civic Centre. 

March llth Multiple Item Clinic. Com- 
petition - Photo - 1975 AMRA 
Fail trip. 

April 8th Annual General Meeting. 
Competition - Construction, 
locomotive, any outline. 

Exhibition organiser, Jim Scott, is 
still looking for volunteers for the 
many interesting tasks to be performed 
during the Exhibition at Camberwell 

Civic Centre, soplease contact him at 

the clubrooms on meeting nights or by 


telephone 509 5042. John J. Harry. 
Hon. Sec. 


XXXAXPYORXAMXBEXE 


QUEENSLAND BRANCH REPORT 


The ARHS field day at Redbank Museum 


in September was once more a success. 
The AMRA diorama competition attracted 
five entries, all on a QR theme, ina 
number of scales. The winner of the 
shield was Max Chaseling with a small 
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township and station complete with old 
type rail motor and trailer. An ex- 
cellent model. Max generously donated 
it to the ARHS. 

At the home of Cec Wall in September 
Arthur Hayes gave afirst class lecture 
on safeworking proceedures of the QR. 
Arthur came well equiped with diagrams 
and samples of the necessary documents 
to expand on his experience in this 
field. 

At the October meeting, hosted by 
Jim Fainges, the main topic was the 
Hobby Show, at that time only a fort- 
night away. The show was a success. 
The new organizers maintained the ex- 
pected standards, model railways were 
well represented. Our own layout at- 
tracted much interest. It was also a 
financial success forthe branch inthat 
we sold out of our booklets by mid-week. 
Thanks are extended to John McDicken and 
Arthur Hayes for attending the exhibit 
all week during the daylight hours. 


Our crew is well experienced in ex- 
hibitions by now. This was demonstrated 
at the close when the 21' x 10' AMRA 
display was dismantled and packed in 
forty minutes. It was a pleasure to 
meet those of our members who journeyed 
up from Sydney. That Norm Read bears 
watching though! He announced that he 
was not ready to go back to Sydney as 
there were a few birdshehadn't' seen 
yet! At the following November meeting 
we welcomed a number of visitors’ who 
contacted us at the show. 


Forthcoming meetings are: 


Feb. 26th M. Neilsen, 


Flat 3, 15 Phelan Streg@t, 
Clayfield. 5 


Mar. 25Cn, ds) CAristie, 


32 Wana Street, 
Sunnybank. 


Apr. 22nd J. McDicken, 


54 Maryland Street, 
Jimboomba. 


May 27th E. Lyon, 


112 Reeve Street, 
Clayfield. 
Jim Christie. 
Branch Reporter. 
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A.M.R.A. W.A. BRANCH 
MODELLING COMP. 


On 19th February, 1975, the judging 
took place of the W.A. Branch ''Lineside 
Structure" modelling competition. The 
competition was ably judged by Jack 
Stanbridge and our President, Tony 


ST 


Gray, who were impressed with standard OO/HO kit-bashed station by Super- quick 
of the entries. Australianized and entered by Ron 
Congdon. 


OO/HO scratchbuilt goods shed entered 
by George Bristow. 


Second Place. OO scale kit built signal box by Prototype with added full interior 
detailing and working signals entered by Ted Thoday. 
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First Place. N gauge kit built factory entered by Bob Steele (an excellent con- 
struction and paint job). 


HO kit built factory entered by Joe 


00/HO scratch built loading platform and crane entered by Ron Congdon. 
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SHOP SPY 


Friedmont Models - Rebuilt "Z'" guards- 
van. Obtainable from the Engine Shed 
@ §3.45 plus 0.59¢ fora4 wheel under- 
frame, also obtainable from the Signal 
Box. 

Aone piece moulding, supplied with- 
out a floor. Using the plan in AMRA 
Journal No. 83 and a 3.5mm/foot scale, 
the body is 23'6" long instead of 24' 
13", 8'6'' wide (correct), the height 
seems correct, but the guard's lookout 
is only 5'0" long instead of 5'6". The 
large overhang of the roof typical of 
"Z7'"" vans is absent due to moulding 
difficulties and can easily be added 
with a strip of card. The model is of 
a re-built van which has been sheeted 
over the vertical boards. However, 
the handrails on the sides are wider 
than the strapping over the joins in 
the-masonite sheets:: To me (and I 
may well be biased) it looks like a "2" 
van, but doesn't look right without the 
timber sides. The hollow in the body 
is much too small (21.8mm) to fit in 
the PMH underframe which is 25.5mm. 
wide. Some modifications are needed 
here before fitting the underframe. 
The 600 and 700 series are the only 4 
wheelers these days, and I think some 
sort of plan is required to be able to 
finish off the model. Steps and a 
flue (a smokestack) need to be added. 
The lamp bracket would also appear at 
the other end of the van. Most detail 
is moulded on and = again another 
'quickie'' to add to the roster. 


Friedmont Models - U or UB louvre vans. 
Obtainable fromthe Engine Shed @ $3.45 
plus 0.59¢ for a 4 wheel underframe, 
(PMH 11'6"' wheelbase), also obtainable 
from the Signal Box. 

A one piece moulding of floor and 
sides with a separate roof. The model 
had very little flash. This model was 
a little disappointing. One side had 
bulged out in a cracked mould when the 
centre was hollowed out in the casting 
process. The body is too wide 9'1"' 


instead of 8'8'' across the buffer beam 
and too short, 24'6"' instead of 25'9" 
over the buffer beams. Fitting the 
underframe in the slots provided gives 
4 14'2'"' wheelbase instead of 15'0O" 
The marked bogie centres are 14'6" in- 
stead of 15'2". The roof should have 
a 94'"' to 10'' curve on it, but is some- 
thing about 6". 

Again all detail is good, and the 
model only needs steps, handrails and 
brakewheel to complete the external de- 
tails of the model. The roneoed 
(standard) instruction sheet is ade- 
quate for this model. 
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ENGINE WENT TO SCRAP. 


There is one very sad omission from 
the Redbank Railway Museum -_ the ABT 
rack engine that ran on the Mt. Morgan 
Railway. 

Despite a plea inside the service, 
and froma Patents Officer in Canberra, 
the then Commissioner sacrilegiously 
declared it be delivered to the scrap 
merchants. 

I think a drawing of the ABT loco 
exists at Ipswich. It is worth dis- 
play. The ABT was unique by world 
standards in steam locos. Another 
classic in steam was the SHAY geared 
steam loco, that ran around Palmwoods 
Queensland, and its canefields. i 


- didn't belong to Queensland Railways, 


I understand it is being preserved. 


A further example lost to us is the 
Fowler 2'0O'' gauge steam loco that ran 
around Innisfail, Sth. Johnstone and 
Mourilyan. It belonged to Queensland 
Railways. 

C.A. Tunstali, 
Hassall St. Corinda. 
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Book Review 


"The Stockton and Darlington Railway 
and what followed." 

This book is in four parts: 

1. The Stockton & Darlington Railway. 
2. The Railway in Britain 1825-1947. 
3. The Nationalised Railways 1948-1975 
5. To-day and tomorrow. 

It is awell researched book and re- 
lates a concise history of the Railways 
of Britain fromthe first steam operated 
public railway to present times. To 
someone interested in the politics of 
railway development, the book will no 
doubt be fascinating, for it concen- 
trates on the political side. 

An enthusiast of trains and railway 
operations may not find the book so in 
teresting, for it only touches on this 
facet of railways. 

There are many good photos and il- 
lustrations, some of which have never 
been published before, amongst the four 
colour plates, 78 monochromes, 1/ il- 
lustrations and 5 maps. 

The paper back edition is 37.50, 
whether this is good value depends on 
whether one is an historianoran oper- 
ator. There is a bound copy available 
at $16.40. 

Our copy fromHicks, Smith Pty. Ltd. 
301 Kent Street, Sydney, 2000. 


Norm Read. 


SXPXLANNXNEX XEABKEXE 
NOTICE 


This publication accepts no responsibility for 
the accuracy or reliability of articles or ad- 
vertising contained herein, statements made or 
opinions expressed in papers or discussions, 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to the views 
expressed by the contributors. 


Neither is any guarantee implied or expressed 
as to good conduct or practice of advertisers 
contained herein. This publication reserves at 
all times the right to refuse acceptance to all 
matter considered unsatisfactory for publica- 
tion. 


Result. An 
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THE ST. ERIC'S (MODEL) RAILWAY SYSTEM. 
INSTITUTE BRANCH. 
Unhandyman's Class. Notes forLesson 1. 


A good workbench is essential for 
anyone engaged in model railway. Un- 
fortunately most, if not all, plans for 
workbenches require that one be a 
skilled tradesman with a workbench to 
build one. The following is an outline 
of a workbench installed by the Con- 
struction Branch of the St. Eric's 
(Model) Railway System. 

Several second hand kitchen units 
were obtained. (Firms that install 
modern kitchens may be able to direct 
you to a supply source). These were 
lined up against a garage wall and the 
tops removed. The tops were re- 
arranged to allow an overhang one end 
for a wood worker's vice. The gap, 
located at a point where little work 
would be done, was filled in with part- 
icle board. Pilot holes were drilled 
and the tops screwed down. 

11'3" long solid work- 
bench - 4 drawers one end, 7 doors and 
a shelf right through the remainder. 

To prevent tools falling between the 
bench and wall, cheap ply from the 
"trash and treasure'' was cut to fit 
around the angle iron supports, and 
glued to the bench top. 

E.G. Watson. 
Chief Instructor. 
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MERITORIOUS AWARDS. 


John Dunn 
Graham Larmour 
Ken Down 

David Ellis 
Arthur Robinson 
Bruce Lovett 
Eric Doherty 
June Larmour 


Ivo Bunker 

Bob Gorrell 
Alan Dowel 
Stephen Suggitt 
Rex Little 
Norm Read 

Jack Treseder 
Mal Baker 

John Sneddon 


FANTASTIC NEWS! 
sz A he _ $3 


A? PARK oTREET 


[ BETWEEN PITT & CASTLEREAGH STS) 


NOW TWO GREAT CITY SHOPS TO SERVE we S 
so AT EITHER END OF TOWN! 
r\ 


st ANGEL ARCADE.WYNYARD 
on Westfield LIVERPOOL 


ere a! 


